
 

1 

ORBOST & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY Inc. 
P.O. BOX 284   ORBOST  VIC  3888 

      

President:      Heather Terrell 
Vice President:    Marilyn Morgan 
Secretary:      May Leatch 
Treasurer:      Jenni York 
Museum Committee:  Lindsay and  Noreen Thomson,  
    Geoff Stevenson, John Phillips  
Collection Management:  Marilyn Morgan, Marlene Robb,  
    May Leatch, Barry Miller  
Research Secretaries: Lois Crisp 
Newsletter Production:       John Phillips 

 

NEWSLETTER 
No. 131  SEPTEMBER, 2016 

SCHOOLS AT GOONGERAH, SARDINE CREEK 
& TUBBUT 

 

Goongerah (1936->      ), Sardine Creek (1939-1969), Tubbut (1941->      ) 
 

This is Part 3 in the series featuring schools in the northern part of the former Orbost 
Shire researched by Lois Crisp. 
 

The February 2016 Newsletter featured the schools at Bendoc, Hayden’s Bog, Delegate River, 
Bendoc Lower, Delegate River Upper and Lower and North Bendoc; and the May 2016 Newsletter 
covered the schools at Bonang, Dellicknora and Cabanandra. 

GOONGERAH STATE SCHOOL  GOONGERAH STATE SCHOOL  GOONGERAH STATE SCHOOL  No. 4545No. 4545No. 4545   
 

“Vision and Realization” records:  “A school opened 
at Goongerah on the 30

th
 of September 1936 with Della 

Taylor the first Head Teacher.  Distance from Orbost 71 
kms.  From the 20

th
 of October 1937 to 9

th
 of September 

1941 it shared part time with Sardine Creek.” 
 

However, in the “Delegate Argus” 21
st
 of December 

1916, the Bendoc Correspondent reported:  “A lady 
teacher arrived to take up duties a week prior to the 
holidays.  A teacher has long been needed in that locality, 
and it’s to be hoped her services will again be available 
after the vacation”. 

 

The teacher evidently returned because in “The Every 
Week” (published in Bairnsdale), dated 13-12-1917, there 
is a report of Merit and Qualifying results for the 
Bairnsdale Inspectorate in which Goongerah is listed.  
Miss Maude Winter was named as the teacher and Percy 
H. Reed the pupil gaining Qualifying Certificate, and in the 
31

st
 of December 1918 issue, ”Goongerah (M Winter), 

Merit – P.H. Reed, Qualifying – W. H. Reed”. 
 

Percy Reed, in a contribution to the Local Rag, 
(published at Tubbut), issue no. 40, July 1982, explained 
that he had some home schooling, followed by attending 

State School GOONGERAH  No. 4545, April 1974 
Photo:  Orbost Municipal Band 
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Bendoc North S.S. for two years, and Orbost one year, 
then finished school in Goongerah under a system 
where the teacher taught in a private house.  The 
scheme was subsidised by the Government with parents 
making up the difference. 

 

He also wrote that at the end of the Depression years 
(early 1930‟s), four of the road patrolmen lived at 
Goongerah, and a school was built around 1931, with 
the children attending half time with Delegate River. 

 

A timber mill was operating approximately from 1958 
to 1972 and when this closed, so did the school.  During 
those years Kevin McCullock (early 1950‟s), Fred 
Malley, John Mulholland, and Harry Grosvenor were 
some who taught at Goongerah. 

 

According to correspondence from Andrew Bennett 
and Will Cramer to the Ministry of Education, Melbourne, 
in 1990, a number of families had taken up farming in 
the area in the late „70‟s and the need had arisen for 
children‟s education.  A number of school age children 

were enrolled with the Correspondence School in 
Melbourne.  Working Bees had renovated the school 
building but there were not the numbers for the 
Education Department to open a school. 

 

The letter continues: “The Inception of the Country 
Education Project in 1978 gave Goongerah Community 
the opportunity to submit for funding to pay a supervisor 
to oversee children working at Correspondence lessons 
together, in a classroom environment. The submission 
was successful and the Goongerah School Project 
began to evolve as a unique and innovative school.” 

 

By 1990, the funding employed a teacher‟s aide to 
supervise at Goongerah, two days per week.  
Application had been made for a fulltime school and 
teacher but for the time being Goongerah School Project 
requested funding for the following year to employ a 
supervisor three days per week. 

 

Children worked at home on “the other days”, with 
their parents supervising.  Parents also contributed to 
the running and maintenance of the school. 

 

„The News‟, Wednesday, March 27, 1991 
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In the “Federation News”, 7
th
 of May 1993, Ian 

Nicholson, the Gippsland F.T.U.V. Industrial Organiser, 
reported on the Goongerah School, saying that it had 
closed in the 1970‟s but re-opened in 1991.  Debbie 
Nicholls had been appointed Head Teacher in 1992. 

 

A letter received in February 2008 from an Anthony 
Willing, Ontario, Canada, states that he was a teacher at 
Goongerah in 1961 and he was interested to hear about 
the school now.  He had taught 14 or 15 students aged 
from 5 to 14, and his accommodation for part of the year 
was a tent. 

 

Since January 2011, a new entity has been in place – 
Goongerah-Tubbut P8 College. 

 

In this year, 2016, students from Tubbut, Bonang, 
Bendoc and Delegate River are bussed to Goongerah 
Campus on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, and from 
Goongerah and the other areas to Tubbut on Thursday and 
Friday.  Enrolments are Goongerah 2, Bonang 2, Bendoc 5, 

Ms. F J. McIlroy, Correspondence Supervisor 1990, in 
her report to the Correspondence School, dated 10-10-90, 
stated that she had nine pupils each working on individual 
sets.  Her closing remarks were:  “The Goongerah School 
Project reflects a unique set of circumstances, and 
deserves full recognition and reward for its efforts.  It has 
always been an uncertain funding situation each year.  I 
would like to express my support for their request for a 
three day supervisor”. 

 

“The News” Wednesday March 27
th
 1991, reported on 

the official opening of the Goongerah School.  A number of 
Dignitaries and Visitors were present and the Head 
Teacher was Mr. Geoff Foster with eight pupils.  Owen 
Hansen and Kelly Marshall took part in the tree planting 
ceremony. 

„Snowy River Mail‟, Wednesday, May 15, 1991 

 

GOONGERAH STATE SCHOOL in the 1950s 
Photo:  Ted Wright 

„Snowy River Mail‟, Wednesday, April 3, 1991 

■ A brand new school:  Goongerah school 
children ready to enter their new school with their 
teacher, Mr. Geoff Foster.  
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Delegate River 5 and Tubbut 5. 
 

The group is taught by two full time teachers and three part time 
teachers, the Principal being Peter Nicolson.  This arrangement continues the 
innovative trend for education in this part of Gippsland. 

 

SARDINE CREEK STATE SCHOOL  SARDINE CREEK STATE SCHOOL  SARDINE CREEK STATE SCHOOL  No. 4583No. 4583No. 4583   
 

“Vision and Realization” states that it was not until 20
th
 of October 

1939 that the first school was provided. “In that year the Waygara Saw 
Milling Company built the present school for the Department which paid a 
nominal rental. (?) Prior to the erection of this building, children obtained 
their education through correspondence lessons. It shared a teacher on a 
part time basis with Goongerah to the 9

th
 of September 1941. It became 

full time on the 10
th
 of September 1941 but closed on the 9

th
 of 

September 1948. It reopened in 1956 on a full-time basis but closed once 
more on the 22

nd
 of August 1969.” 

 

Another was Richard Voss, when 
Bob‟s son Glen started school about 
1963. 

Family names of pupils included 
Beswick, Camm and Hewitt. 

 

Lexie Clark (nee Camm) also 
started her schooling by correspond-
ence and remembers about 1960, 
Harry Grosvenor correcting her work 
on his way down from Goongerah. 
(No teacher at Sardine Creek at 
times?).  Lexie‟s mother provided 
lunch for the teachers for many years 
– and photographed each of them! 
Thanks to Lexie‟s generosity we have 
copies for our collection. 

 

The Mill, the hall/school and 
homes are no longer there. 

Jill Shanahan grew up at Sardine Creek in the 1930s and 40s when 
her father, “Bob” Donchi, was a CRB patrolman for that section. At first, 
she was taught at home by her mother (correspondence?), then in 1939, 
the Education Department opened a school which was held in a room 
supplied by the Godber‟s in the bungalow beside their “Coach Stop” 
house (the rebuilt 1924 home).  It operated week about with Goongerah, 
and for some time, Keith Reed, son of Percy Reed and his wife Alma (nee 
Godber), attended at both Goongerah and Sardine Creek to make up the 
required minimum number, and Jill‟s older sister, Joan, did the same for 
Goongerah.  Pupils at this time were Joan, Jill, Mack and Elaine Donchi 
and Keith Reed.  Jill remembers two teachers, Joe Chandler and Mr. 
Lowe.  This closed in 1948. The building is no longer there, having burnt 
down some years ago. 

 

The “Snowy River Mail”, 25-7-1956, reported that the new school 
and hall, which The Waygara Sawmilling Co. proposed to build was then 
in the course of erection and should be ready in about six weeks!  This 
was up on the west about 100 metres before the bridge on the main road, 
approaching from Orbost. 

 

Families of the mill workers had moved to the area, and parents had 
pushed for a school. 

 

It would appear, from notes written for the 1964 issue of “The Gap” 
magazine by P. Nicholson, Head Teacher of Sardine Creek in 1963 that 
the Waygara Saw Milling Company started at Sardine Creek in 1955, and 
this would coincide with them building a school for that reopening in 1956.  
P. Nicholson continues: “The first instruction started in the same year with 
Mr. l. Hughes as Head Teacher.  Since then the school has had eight 
different teachers and a total of almost forty pupils has attended.  The 
present enrolment is seven”. 

 

Bob Heather remembers Peter Nicholson as a very popular teacher at 
Sardine Creek. 

SARDINE CREEK STATE SCHOOL No. 4583             Photo:  Lexie Clark 

„Snowy River Mail‟, Wednesday, 
July 25, 1956 

„Snowy River Mail‟, Wednesday, 
August 27, 1969 
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Richard Voss - 1960 John Worcester - 1961 Peter Nicholson - 1962-63 John Coverdale - 1964 

Malcolm McRoberts - 1965 David Morrison - 1966 Michael Metherall - 1967 Alan Burdekin - 1968 

SARDINE CREEK STATE SCHOOL TEACHERS IN THE 1960s 

Sardine Creek State School  - 1961 

 

Photographs 
 

on this page 
 

are from 
 

 Lexie 
 

Clark‟s 
 

collection 
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TUBBUT STATE SCHOOL  TUBBUT STATE SCHOOL  TUBBUT STATE SCHOOL  No. 4593No. 4593No. 4593   
 

Tubbut is approximately 26 kilometres from Bonang, 
on the McKillop‟s Bridge Road and the school would have 
to be one of the remotest in Gippsland. 

 

“Vision and Realization” records that initial moves 
for a school were made by Mrs. J. E. Neven, Mrs. S. E. 
Bryant and W. H. Reed and that the school opened with 
11 pupils. 

From “Notes on the History of Tubbut” we learn 
that the school, built by parents, was completed by March 
1941 and opened on the 28

th
 of April on a full time basis 

with Brian J. McQuillen as Head Teacher.  “In 1951 the 
Head teacher was being transferred and as there were 
only six in attendance, the Department were not able to 
replace him.  In 1952 State School 4593 and 2809 
Delegate River (also unstaffed), were re-established part 
time. Tubbut School closed in 1954 and re-opened part 

time on the 18
th
 of February 1955, and declared full 

time on the 14
th

 of March 1956.  It was working part 
time with Lower Bendoc No. 3267 on 10

th
 of September 

1956 but was once more closed on the 30
th
 of March 

1960”. 
 

“July 31
st
 1960 School re-opened in a lined room 

attached to Tubbut Hall and in 1971 a portable 
classroom (was) placed beside Hall”. 

 

Since 1970, due to fluctuating numbers of children, 
the school had come close to closure several times but 
in 1991 there were 18 pupils.  Then numbers gradually 
fell away until in 2011, and the Tubbut School became 
a campus of the Goongerah-Tubbut P-8 College.  In 
2016, five Tubbut children are enrolled, and travel by 
bus to Goongerah campus three days per week and 
attend at Tubbut campus two days. 

 

Some of the family names associated with this 
remote school are Auer, Bryant, Clark, Fitts, Hepp, 
Ingram, Neven and Stokes.  Orbost identities who have 
taught at Tubbut, include Harry Grosvenor, Brian 
Pomeroy and Neil Gladstone. 

 

For a full history of the Tubbut School to 1991, 
“Tubbut” “Notes on History of Tubbut District 
prepared for School Jubilee 1941-1991” is ”a must 
read”.  Copies are held in the East Gippsland Shire 
Library and in the Orbost Historical Society Collection. 

 

SOURCES. 
 

Vision and Realisation, Trove Newspapers On-line, 
The Gap magazine. 

 

Helen Beruldson, Tina and Andrew Bennett, Helen 
Neven, Bob Heather, Lexie Clark and Jill Shanahan...   

Right:  ‟Snowy River Mail‟, Wednesday, May 8, 1991  -  200 at „Back to Tubbut‟  
Back row:  Alan Neven, Bob Stokes, Nat. Bryant, Margaret Bryant, Norma 
Bryant.  Front row:  Kaye Bryant, Meg. Bryant, teacher, Mr. Brian McQuillen. 

THE FIRST TUBBUT SCHOOL - 1941 
Photo:  Sandy Cameron 

Above:  1941 - First teacher. Brian McQuillen with pupils. 
Back:  Nat Bryant, Bob Stokes, Margaret Bryant, Mary 
Bryant, Elsie Stokes.  Front:  Clive Ingram, Alan Neven, 
Sally Ingram, Norma Bryant, Meg Bryant. 

Below:  50 Years Later  -  1991 - Seven of the original 10 
pupils from 1941 with teacher, Mr. Brian McQuillen. 

Above:  Second teacher, Dorothy Stewart with pupils.  Back:  Margaret 
Bryant, Elsie Stokes, Sally Ingram, Alan Neven, Nat Bryant.  Front:  Clive 
Ingram, Kaye Bryant, Norma Bryant, Meg. Bryant. 

TUBBUT SCHOOL BUILDINGS - 2005 

 

Photographs 
at top right 

and left 
are from 
 Sandy 

Cameron‟s 

collection 


